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FOREVER EIU 
A recent survey of EIU Alumni Association members indicated 
an overwhelming 99% of the respondents believe the Association 
should focus on keeping alumni connected to and informed about 
the university. Our magazine is an important part of that effort - as 
well as a significant membership benefit - and we certainly hope 
our members enjoy reading it. We also want to continue providing 
support to our alma mater and the students through various initiatives 
and programs, as we have since our founding by a group of highly 
interested and involved alumni in 1905. 
One of the first academic scholarships awarded to our students was 
the Livingston C. Lord Scholarship, named in honor of the institution's 
first sitting president and presented by the Alumni Association in 
1934 to William Bails '35 (the amount was a whopping $40, although 
tuition was only $25 a quarter at that time). While the Association 
contributed funds to the EIU Foundation to permanently endow 
these scholarships more than 60 years ago, our scholarship and 
awards committee still reviews the nominations each year to select 
five undergraduate recipients, who are also honored during spring 
Commencement ceremonies. It is now the oldest scholarship at EIU 
and during the 2019-20 academic year each of the five recipients 
received more than $7,000. 
We also provide financial support to the university's Legacy 
Scholarships, which are presented to first-time students through a 
competitive application process each year. These awards - made 
possible by your membership - help make the dream of a higher 
education more accessible for the recipients. While support is 
provided for a number of activities and events for alumni, students 
and the campus community, the Alumni Association also sponsors 
the Legacy Luncheon on residence hall move-in day before the fall 
semester begins each year. This gives first-time students who are 
the children and grandchildren of alumni, as well as their families, 
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President David Glassman joins guests during the Alumni 
Association's Legacy Luncheon in August. The luncheon is held 
every year on move-in day for new students who are the children 
or grandchildren of EIU alumni. 
an opportunity to meet, have lunch and relax after a morning spent 
moving into their new homes on campus. 
Students also have the opportunity to be recognized for their efforts 
in the classroom and participation in extracurricular activities when 
the Association selects and recognizes 25 Distinguished Seniors each 
spring, an event which offers a wonderful opportunity for our board 
members to meet these undergraduates. Alumni are recognized 
through our annual awards program during Homecoming and the 
event is always a well-attended highlight of the weekend. Awards are 
presented in four categories - Distinguished Alumna/us, Distinguished 
Educator, Louis V. Hencken Alumni Service and Outstanding Young 
Alumna/us - and please mark your calendar for Oct. 3, 2020, to join us 
for Homecoming as we celebrate EIU's 125th anniversary. 
Whether providing support for alumni activities, student recruitment 
efforts, special projects on campus or a host of other initiatives, we 
hope to continue representing the interests of our graduates and 
supporting EIU as we move forward. Your membership matters as 
that is what makes all of these things possible, and we sincerely 







Member spotlight: ASHLEIGH GRAFF 
Ashleigh Graff '03, '05 has been an EIU Alumni Association member since she 
graduated, and her husband, Travis Graff '03,'05, also is a member. Ashleigh, who 
earned an undergraduate degree in health studies and a graduate degree in exercise 
science, is an exercise physiologist in Springfield. 
Why is being an Alumni Association member 
important to you? 
Being a part qf the Alumni Association is very important to me 
as well as my husband. We both graduated with our BS and 
MS degrees from EIU Knowing that we are helping the current 
students and the future of EIU is amazing. I hope our annual 
membership helps future students achieve their dreams and 
goals and helps provide the faculty and staff with the tools and 
information needed to continue teaching and guiding students 
and helping them achieve those dreams. And who knows, 
maybe our three children will attend EIU one day! 




I loved so many things about EIU! I had many wonderful 
professors, some of which I still keep in contact with today. The 
classes were small enough where the professors knew my name 
and I wasn't just a number. They always made me feel comfortable 
contacting them if I had questions or needed a little extra help. 
How has your education set you up for career success? 
I knew I wanted to begin my career in cardiopulmonary rehab 
once I graduated, so with the assistance of my undergraduate 
professors I was able to complete my internship in cardiac rehab 
and meet the requirements to begin working on my master's 
degree. During my master's program, I was given so many 
opportunities both inside and outside of the classroom. Between 
EIU's Adult Fitness Program and my internship in cardiac rehab, I 
was more than prepared for working in my field of study. 
Board spotlight: NICK OWENS 
Nick Owens '03 is a regulatory policy advisor for Noble Energy in Houston and is currently serving 
as the president of the Alumni Association Board of Directors. 
Q: What made you want to be a 
part of the Board of Directors? 
I have a deep-rooted passion for EIU and the experiences I 
had while I was a student. The great thing about EIU, in my 
experience, is that we are a community of seljl.ess givers all 
working toward lifting each other up. For me, the opportunity 
to serve on the board provides an avenue to give back and raise 
our game as well as to stay engaged with my alma mater. 
What are some of your favorite memories while 
attending Eastern? 
The most memorable moment was meeting my wife in the 
Elliott building in University Court. Beyond that, it was the 
Q: 
A: 
tremendous relationships developed with so many of the faculty, 
happy hour, and "time." Time was never a hindrance compared 
to the bustle of "adult life" and having the time to enjoy everything 
that came with that season of life is a fond memory. 
How did your time at Eastern play a part in your 
career today? 
The formative time I spent at EIU really drew me out of my shell 
and allowed me to he willing to take a professional leap into a 
career path that has sent me all around the world and exposed me 
to a whole new set of opportunities. EIU in a lot of ways helped me 
to dream big. 
join Today/ You can learn more about what we offer and join today by going to eiu.edu/alumni/membership.php 
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Eastern Illinois University is the 
highest-ranked independent 
public regional university in 
Illinois, according to new data 
released by U.S. News & World 
Report. The magazine's annual 
2019 college rankings also list 
Eastern as the third-highest 
independent public university in the Midwest, which encompasses a 
1 2-state territory including Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota 
and Wisconsin. 
Rankings are based on schools' academic reputations, student 
selectivity, graduation and retention rates, faculty resources and 
alumni giving. 
Board of Trustees approves 
four-year nursing program 
EIU could soon be adding a Bachelor of Science program in nursing 
into its College of Health and Human Services curriculum after it 
was approved in September by the Board of Trustees. 
EIU, which is accredited by the American Association of Colleges 
of Nursing's Commission for Collegiate Nursing Education, already 
offers a flexible, online registered nurse to Bachelor of Science in 
nursing program for working nurses. The newly proposed program 
now awaits approval by the Illinois Board of Higher Education, 
which would allow students who are interested in earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in nursing to take all four years of the 
program's curriculum on Eastern's campus and earn a BSN. 
Jay Gatrell 
"This program would allow EIU to 
further embrace its proactive role in 
addressing Illinois' current nursing 
shortage," said Eastern's Vice 
President of Academic Affairs and 
Provost Dr. Jay Gatrell. "Students 
have expressed an increased 
interest in attending EIU for all four 
years of a bachelor's program in 
nursing. This program would allow 
EIU to accommodate those students 
and to expand our qualified 
regional workforce of skilled, 
employable nurses."  
The university will continue work to secure other required 
authorizations to offer an accredited BSN degree. 
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"Eastern Illinois University is proud to once again be recognized by 
U.S. News & World Report for our commitment to student success, 
quality academic programming and for our esteemed relationship 
with alumni," said EIU President David Glassman. "Our repeated 
high rankings from USNWR are a reflection of EIU's enduring 
commitments to excellence." 
In addition to being named the top independent public regional 
university in Illinois, U.S. News & World Report also named EIU to 
its Best Colleges for Veterans list. EIU also was named Phi Theta 
Kappa's 2019 Transfer Honor Roll for being a transfer-friendly 
university for incoming community college students and has earned 
recognition from a variety of third-party organizations for its 
affordability, value and program quality. 
Burnham wins national 
adviser award 
Lola Burnham '81, journalism professor, interim director of 
Student Publications and the adviser for The Daily Eastern News, 
was recognized by the College Media Association with a CMA 
Distinguished Adviser Award at a ceremony November 1 in 
Washington, DC. 
The Distinguished Adviser Award is presented to a CMA 
member who is a veteran college student media adviser and has 
distinguished service in advising student media. Burnham has 
been active with fundraising for the Student Press Law Center, is a 
past president and officer for the Illinois College Press Association 
and is a frequent presenter at state and national college media 
conventions on copy editing and law topics. 
Jones wins Textbook of 
Distinction Award 
Richard Jones, Jr., associate professor and introductory course 
director in EIU's School of Communication and Journalism, was 
awarded the Textbook of Distinction Award from the Basic Course 
Division of the National Communication Association for his 
textbook, Communication in the Real World, Version 2.0. 
The Textbook of Distinction Award is conferred to recognize 
college-level textbooks that show important contributions to the 
discipline of communication. Jones received this award November 
16 during the National Communication Association's 105th Annual 
Convention in Baltimore. '\ 
Enrollment climbs for 4th 
consecutive semester 
Fall first-time freshman enrollment increased in 2019 by 12.5%, 
while total enrollment was up nearly 4%, making it the fourth 
consecutive semester of enrollment growth. The 10th day 
enrollment numbers also showed a 4.2% increase in graduate­
level enrollment and a 10% increase in freshmen and sophomores 
enrolled in on-campus classes. 
In addition, the academic profile of EIU's incoming freshmen and 
transfer students-which are based on the GPA and ACT/SAT scores 
of EIU's incoming students-once again increased from the previous 
year. The university also saw a rise in the number of students 
enrolled in its Jack and Sandra Pine Honors College. 
Josh Norman '08, associate vice president of enrollment 
management, said that EIU's recent enrollment numbers are 
extremely positive overall, and especially promising within the east 
central Illinois region EIU primarily serves. 
"Once again, our freshman enrollment numbers have been 
phenomenal," Norman said. "We've seen an unprecedented 48 
percent increase in first-time freshmen who live within a 60-mile 
radius of campus. Clearly, EIU is reinforcing its reputation as a first­
choice option for higher education in Illinois and doing its part to 
keep Illinois' best and brightest students right here in their home 
state." 
All told, EIU's fall 2019 enrollment increase follows the university's 
most recent enrollment trends. In summer 2019, Eastern's lOth-
day enrollment report indicated a 3.1 percent increase over 
summer 2018, including a more-than-threefold upsurge in first-time 
freshmen. 
Earlier still, Eastern's fall 2017 to fall 2018 first-time freshman class 
grew by 24.5 percent, supporting an overall enrollment increase 
of 7.1 percent in fall 2018. That was supplemented by another 
enrollment jump in spring 2019, when Eastern officials celebrated 
another 7 percent increase. 
"Once again, our freshman enrollment numbers 
have been phenomenal . . . Clear ly, EIU is reinforcing 
its reputation as a first-choice option for higher 
education in Illinois and doing its part to keep Illinois' 
best and brightest students right here in their home 
state." 
Josh Norman '08 
Associate Vice President 
of Enrollment Management 
Donors help renovate 
victory suite 
The Schnorf family is shown at EIU's O'Brien Field 
Eastern Illinois University is celebrating its ongoing relationship 
with the Schnorf family after receiving a gift from family members 
and friends that will allow EIU to remodel space at Eastern's 
O'Brien Field, and to rename it in appreciation of the family's 
longtime support. 
The space, which will be renovated and named the Schnorf Family 
Victory Suite, has provided a special game-day experience for EI 
dignitaries, guests and donors for more than four decades. 
Members of the Schnorf family are proud of their longstanding 
association with EIU, and equally proud of their multigenerational 
alumni status with the university. Burl Schnorf and Marjorie (Baker) 
Schnorf '35 had four sons-Steve, Dave, Marty, and Jim-all of 
whom attended the Buzzard Lab School and went on to earn 
degrees from EIU. The EIU Baker-Warmoth Hall of Champions is 
named in honor of the Schnorf brothers' uncle, Merv Baker-also 
an Eastern graduate and noted athlete and coach. 
Steve Schnorf '66, '73, who passed away in 2017, is a past 
Distinguished Alumni Award recipient. His wife Jane Elmore '72 
established a student emergency fund at the university in honor of 
her late husband, and she also established a scholarship to honor 
her mother, another Eastern graduate. Dave Schnorf, who passed 
away in 2018, graduated in 1968. His wife, Cindy, also attended 
EIU. Marty Schnorf '74, '80 was a member of EIU's track team. Jim 
Schnorf graduated from EIU in 1976, and has served on numerous 
boards at Eastern and received a Distinguished Alumni Award in 
2007. Jim's wife, Karen '80, is also an alumna. 
Ken Baker '72, '73 and Sandy Baker '73, '81 and Mike Murray and 
Libby (Baker) Murray '70 also contributed to the project. 
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W EIU News Watch students 
win awards 
Members of WEIU received awards 
and recognition at the 2019 NATAS 
Mid-America Student Awards for 
Excellence at the 43rd EMMY Gala 
in Branson, Mo. The recipients 
representing WEIU included: Vince 
Lovergine in the Sports category 
and Everett Lau in the Talent/Craft 
Talent/Weather category. This is the 
17th NATAS Mid-America Student 
EMMY award for the WEIU News 
Watch team. Honorable mention entries included News Watch in the 
Newscast category and Kawash in the Talent category. EIU alumna 
Marine Glisovic '11, currently with KATV-7 in Little Rock, Ark., also 
was awarded an EMMY. 
In addition to these awards, several members of the WEIU team 
were named Silver Dome Award recipients at the annual Illinois 
Broadcasters Association college conference. Those students 
included: Emma Roark '19, Best Radio News Story; Lovergine, Best 
Radio Sports Story and third place in Best TV Sports Package; 
Maher Kawash '19, Best TV News Package; Oscar Rzodkiewicz, 
second place in Best TV Sports Package; Lau, Best TV Weather; and 
Phillip Collins, second place in Best TV Weather. 
Roark also placed fourth in the 2019 College Broadcasters, Inc. 
National Student Production Awards for the category of Best Feature 
News Reporting (Audio). 
Lynette Drake '84, '85, vice president of student affairs at EIU, 
and Frank Clark, chancellor of the Lincoln Academy of Ill inois, 
present EIU student Lindy Dokken with a Student Laureate 
certificate during a November ceremony in Springfield. 
State Farm donates $100K 
for technology upgrades 
Representatives of both State Farm and EIU came together Aug. 
5 to celebrate a $100,000 investment State Farm made to upgrade 
computer labs and networking equipment at the university. 
Pictured are a variety of State Farm's regional associates, who are 
surrounding check holders (from left) Dr. David M. Glassman, EIU's 
president; David Wasser '88, technical manager of core computing 
operations at State Farm; and Tammy Wilson, State Farm agent. 
"The students in our Lumpkin College of Business and Technology 
are given a world-class education by our highly qualified faculty," 
Glassman said. " The technology upgrades this investment provides 
will further enrich the applied learning experiences EIU is known 
for providing." 
EIU offers new in-state 
tuition rate program 
Eastern Illinois University now offers in-state tuition to prospective 
undergraduate students from any state in the U.S. who have a 
minimum 3.0 grade point average. 
Previously, EIU only offered in-state tuition to students from Illinois 
and "collar states"-the six states that directly border Illinois -
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri and Wisconsin. 
"Universities throughout Illinois and across the country continue 
to compete for the best and brightest students available," said 
Josh Norman '08, EIU's associate vice president for enrollment 
management. "EIU has the lowest cost of attendance among 
downstate public universities in Illinois. This new program provides 
greater access to the incredible value an EIU education represents, 
while also delivering on our brand promises of accessibility and 
affordability to those beyond our traditional service region." 
Historically, most of Eastern's students have resided in Illinois. 
However, in the past decade, students attending EIU from outside the 
state have quadrupled. 
EIU leaders also anticipate the university's new Out-of-State 
Distinguished Rate Program will further support EIU's recent upward 
enrollment trends. Those trends include a 3.1 percent enrollment 
increase from summer 2018 to summer 2019 and a more-than­
threefold upsurge in first-time freshmen in the same time frame. 
Earlier still, Eastern's fall 2017 to fall 2018 first-time freshman class 
grew by 24.5 percent, which was later supplemented by an additional 
7 percent enrollment jump in spring 2019. 
ALUMNI 
AWARDS 
EIU Alumni Association 
celebrates Alumni Award 
recipients 
Each year, the Eastern I l l inois University Alumni 
Association selects recipients for our annual alumni 
awards. These recipients have not only shown 
success in their careers, but also their communities. 
The Louis V. Hencken Alumni Service Award is 
presented to alumni who have repeatedly displayed 
outstanding voluntary service to the University; the 
Outstanding Young Alumna/us award is presented 
to someone who is 35 years of age or younger 
and has excelled in a career and/or public service; 
the Distinguished Educator Award is presented 
to alumni who have distinguished themselves in 
the field of K-1 2  education; and the Distinguished 
Alumna/us Award is presented to individuals who 
have distinguished themselves in either academic or 
literary fields, business, public service and/or service 
to the University. 
"This year's award recipients join a remarkable 
l ineage of accomplished alumni," said Nick Owens 
'03, Alumni Association board of directors president. 
"We say a lot of things about who we want to be, 
but they are made manifest in this group which 
have elevated our alma mater's name through their 
remarkable efforts and accomplishments." 
The recipients were honored during an awards 
dinner in October during homecoming. 
"The awards dinner is always a special way to wrap 
up Homecoming week," said Steve Rich '06, Alumni 
Association executive director and assistant vice 
president for university advancement. "Celebrating 
the accomplishments of these impressive alumni is 
a great reminder of why EIU is such a great place to 
be." 
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Elmer Pullen '70, '73 
Louis V. Hencken Alumni Service Award 
Elmer Pullen, who served as a 
financial aid counselor at his alma 
mater for more than 30 years, is 
being recognized for his outstanding 
voluntary service to the university 
and its students during his tenure 
as an employee and in retirement. 
As a mentor to an untold number 
of students, faculty, staff and alumni 
over the years, he contributed 
immensely to making EIU the 
welcoming, diverse community it 
is today. Pullen has served as a volunteer on numerous non-profit 
and university committees, typically in support of students and youth 
groups. He was also especially active with Panther Athletics, where 
he assisted with recruiting and was a long-time official for indoor and 
outdoor track and field competitions. His efforts and always-positive 
attitude have been recognized many times over the years, including 
being selected as EIU's "Boss of the Year" while on staff and named 
Big Brother of the Year for his commitment and service to the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters organization. In retirement, he is also an active 
volunteer in his hometown of Brookport, where he resides with his 
wife, Fran. 
Mike McKenna '10 
Outstanding Young Alumnus 
Mike McKenna is the founder and 
president of Diamond Assets, an 
Apple hardware trade-up company 
based in Milton, Wis. The company, 
named after its chief operating 
officer and his wife, Diamond, 
was rated by Inc. magazine as the 
seventh-fastest growing privately­
owned business in the country in 
2018. With $43 million in revenue 
in 2017, the company's three-year 
growth rate was an incredible 
19,718 percent. The idea for the company was born from McKenna's 
job as a salesman for Apple after graduating from the university. He 
saw a need and found a way for school districts to be able to replace 
aging technology with affordable upgrades. It now has more than 120 
employees during its peak season and has gone from a 3,000 square­
foot facility to a 50,000 square-foot space it opened in April 2018. It 
serves all 50 states and has plans to expand its service offerings and 
capabilities moving forward. McKenna, who served as president of 
Sigma Pi fraternity while an undergraduate, has also made a point of 
staying active with EIU, including serving as the featured speaker for 
the School of Business' Entrepreneurship Week. 
� 
Monica Genta '09 
Distinguished Educator 
Monica Genta's philosophy on 
education during her 10 years as 
a teacher is focused not on what 
' kids are taught, but how they are 
reached. Genta, a Windsor Junior 
High and High School science 
teacher, is a national education 
consultant, motivational speaker 
and the author of three books, the 
latest being The Rooted Classroom. 
Her excellence in teaching has 
resulted in her being recognized by 
the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards as a National 
Board Certified Teacher and she has also served as a professional 
development provider for the Golden Apple Sununer Institute on 
EIU's campus. Not only a motivator and advocate for students in her 
classroom, she's also a recognized leader in her field, as her Ted Talk 
has been viewed by educators from all over the world. Her speaking 
topics include strategies to engage students; building relationships with 
students and staff; and creating engaging science labs and lessons. 
Genta's goal is to transform teachers, leaders and schools from seeing 
education as an ordinary job into an extraordinary adventure. 
Erin Reichert '00 
Distinguished Educator 
A social studies teacher at Bluffton 
High School in South Carolina, 
Erin Reichert was one of only 
44 teachers in the United States 
honored with a prestigious 2017-
2018 Milken Educator Award. For 
the past 30 years, the awards have 
been presented to teachers and 
other education professionals for 
outstanding accomplishments as 
well as their future promise. The 
only teacher in her state to receive 
the award in 2018, she was recognized for her commitment to students 
through a teaching style which exposes them to opportunities they 
might not otherwise experience. She encourages her senior students 
to take part in a community service project while also involving all 
of her classes in activities to help them better understand elections, 
government and the responsibilities of good citizenship. While 
teaching history, government and geography courses among others 
in her career, Reichert has also been recognized as both a school-
level and district teacher of the year. She resides in Bluffton with her 
husband and three children. 
James Bailey '84 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Dr. James Bailey is long-time 
educator and expert in leadership 
development, spending the past 15 
years as a professor in the School 
of Business at George Washington 
University. Named one of the world's 
top 10 executive educators by the 
International Council for Executive 
Leadership Development, he has 
published more than 50 academic 
papers and case studies and is the 
author of five books, including the 
award-winning Organizational and Managerial Wisdom and founded 
and edits online magazine Lessons on Leadership, which has 40,000 
subscribers. He has designed and delivered hundreds of executive 
programs for companies including Nestle, UBS, Conoco-Phillips and 
Goldman Sachs, as well as several major law firms and the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Annual Conference, where he reported directly to the Speaker 
of the House. Bailey is a frequent keynote speaker who has appeared 
on broadcast programs for the BBC, NPR CBS and Fox News, and 
whose work has been cited in such outlets as The Wall Street journal, 
Fortune and Forbes. He is also a frequent contributor to The Hill, The 
Washington Post, Washington Business journal and Hai-vard Business 
Review. During his successful career, Bailey has also taught at the 
University of Michigan, New York University and the Helsinki School 
of Economics. 
Jeff Ludwig '93 
Distinguished Alumnus 
The president and chief executive 
officer of Midland States Bancorp, 
over the past 10 years Jeff Ludwig 
has helped grow the financial 
institution from $400 million to 
almost $6 billion in assets. He 
joined the bank in 2006 as chief 
financial officer and later served 
as CFO and president of both it 
and its holding company, including 
representing them on Wall Street 
when they became a publicly traded 
company. In overseeing their growth, he has been an advocate for 
hiring employees from the region - including many EIU graduates 
- while also playing an instrumental role in ensuring all staff have 
opportunities for professional advancement. Ludwig was recruited to 
KPMG in St. Louis following his graduation from the university before 
advancing to a senior manager-audit and adviso1y services position 
in their Mountain View, Calif., office. He later served as director of 
corporate accounting with Novellus Systems, a NASDAQ 100 company, 
and associate director of corporate reporting with Zimmer Holdings, 
a national leader in orthopedic implant manufacturing. A member of 
Lambda Chi Alpha as an undergraduate, he resides in Effingham with 
his wife, Jami '96, and their family. 
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Dave McKinney '86 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Dave McKinney has had a Jong 
and successful career as a journalist 
in print and on the radio, taking 
great pride and responsibility in 
adhering to The Daily Eastern 
News' motto of "Tell the truth 
and don't be afraid." Currently at 
Chicago's WBEZ and considered 
one of Illinois' top reporters on 
state politics, he previously spent 19 
years with the Chicago Sun-Times 
as the Springfield bureau chief with 
additional stops at Reuters and the Daily Herald. During his tenure, 
McKinney has covered stories on scandals of two former Illinois 
governors and most recently helped uncover a Legionnaires' disease 
outbreak at the Illinois Veterans' Home in Quincy. For his work, he 
has received multiple professional recognitions including being named 
one of the nation's best statehouse reporters by The Washington Post 
in 2014; receiving the Society of American Business Editors and Writers 
Best-in-Business award; and being selected EIU's 2016 Journalism 
Alumnus of the Year. A long-time supporter of the university and 
his department, McKinney often returns to campus to assist with 
journalism workshops or speak to classes. 
Herbert Russell '64 
Distinguished Alumnus 
With a distinguished and active 
career as a literary scholar, Dr. 
Herbert Russell has long been 
considered the leading expert on 
one of Illinois' most important 
poets, Spoon River Anthology 
author Edgar Lee Masters. As part 
of the research making his work so 
unique, he was granted access to all 
of Masters' previously unavailable 
diaries, letters and unpublished 
chapters of his 1936 autobiography. 
The Association of Writers and Writing Programs - the biggest 
convention of writers in the United States - along with the Poetry 
Foundation and National Public Radio, have featured Russell's work on 
Masters. He has also provided editorial expertise for two editions of 
classics written by early Illinois writers W. S. Blackman and Mary Tracy 
Earle. Additionally, he edited a series of works on Southern Illinois 
regional history which have played an important role in preserving 
the state's cultural heritage for future generations. Beyond his work 
as a noted author and historian, he has served as a university faculty 
member, the director of college relations for John A. Logan College 
and a writer and editor for Illinois' Coal Research Center. 
ALUMNI � 
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A priceless education: 
EIU alutnni tnanage finances for tW"o of 
the largest cities in the US 
The evaluation of a city's success can come down 
to multiple factors. Is it culturally diverse? Are there 
a variety of entertainment options? And then there 
is the city's current financial prosperity and future 
outlook. 
That's where two EIU alumni come in. Melissa 
Conyears-Ervin '97, the city treasurer of Chicago, 
and Jeff DeWitt '86, the chief financial officer of 
Washington, D.C., manage the finances of two of the 
largest cities in the United States. 
Conyears-Ervin and DeWitt are responsible for several billion dollars in 
operating budgets, and both credit their time as Panthers for helping 
them in their current roles. 
Conyears-Ervin, who previously served as state representative for the 
10th district of Illinois, was elected to her current role as treasurer in 
April 2019. 
"My job is to manage and grow an $8 billion portfolio made up of 
a variety of securities, municipal bonds, investment grade corporate 
bonds, and asset-backed securities," she said. "With the money that 
we grow, it's my civic duty, my responsibility to level the economic 
playing field, so that underserved communities get their fair share. It is 
different from my experience as a state lawmaker in that I have more 
than a district, I have an entire city to consider, protect and nurture 
financially." 
A finance graduate, Conyears-Ervin credited EIU's learning 
environment for setting her foundation toward her career. 
"I love that the faculty is so engaged with the students," she said. ''They 
are experts in their fields, and they are generous with sharing their 
knowledge with students. They want to see students learn and grow." 
DeWitt, who has served as CFO for Washington, D.C. since 2014, never 
imagined his career path going in this direction after graduating EIU as 
a double major in geology and earth science. 
"I never thought I would be here," he said. "I thought I would be out 
working in a stream somewhere in Wyoming." 
Having served in the U.S. Army before attending EIU, DeWitt wasn't 
quite sure what he wanted to study, so he took classes in multiple 
subject areas to figure it out. 
"I ended up taking classes in physics, astronomy and geology," he said, 
before choosing his major. "One of my favorite things about being in 
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that major was a summer intersession trip, where we camped out for 
six weeks along the Smoky Mountains to the east coast. We literally 
studied that entire time. I got a really solid education and it helped me 
develop good math and strong analytical skills I use today." 
DeWitt started his career as a water resource analyst for the city of 
Phoenix. When his work with the water department was moved to the 
finance department, he then became a tax administrator and eventually 
worked his way up to the role of CFO. 
He was then recruited to come to the nation's capital, finally saying yes 
after the third recruitment attempt. 
"I wasn't really looking to leave, and I liked my job and I liked where 
I lived," he said. "But I came here to put in place what I learned in 
Phoenix." 
DeWitt currently manages D.C.'s financial operations, which must 
cover tl1e administration of a city, county and school district, that 
has an annual budget of $15.5 billion and a capital budget of $8.6 
billion. He oversees about 1,700 staff members including financial staff 
embedded in all 82 District agencies as well as staff in tax and revenue 
administration; the treasury, comptroller and budget offices; economic/ 
fiscal analysis and revenue estimation functions; the DC lottery and 
financial operations for the Convention Center, United Medical Center, 
and University of the District of Columbia. 
"We were four levels below junk bond in 1994," DeWitt said of D.C.'s 
struggles during the District's bankruptcy and Congressional Control 
Board period. "Last year we moved to AAA . Only eight of the 25 
largest cities and only 15 states have a Moody's AAA rating, and we are 
one of them. We have fully-funded pensions and some of t11e strongest 
reserves and some of the strongest ratings of any city or state in the 
country." 
Conyears-Ervin said she left private business for public service because 
she has always had a heart for people, especially those in underserved 
communities. 
"With the money that we grow, it's my civic duty, my 
responsibility to level the economic playing field, so 
that underserved communities get their fair share. It is 
different from my experience as a state lawmaker in 
that I have more than a district, I have an entire city 
to consider, protect and nurture financially. " 
Melissa Conyears-Ervin '97 
'\ 

"My mother was a strong believer in family, in neighborhoods, that 
people are connected and should help each other," she said. "This 
civic-mindedness is still very much a part of my spirit." 
With public service come campaigns and closely-contested elections, 
but Conyears-Ervin is unafraid of the campaign process that elected 
officials must go through. 
"There are many long days and nights," she said. "This campaign 
taught me the true strength of a woman and how we manage it all and 
manage it well. When you think about a minority woman running for 
office, the only thing that can really prepare anyone for campaigning is 
being confident in who they are and knowing the task ahead." 
Conyears-Ervin joins mayor Lori Lightfoot and city clerk Anna Valencia 
as minority women leading the city of Chicago. 
"It speaks volumes to have three citywide offices all held by women of 
color," Conyears-Ervin said. 
For DeWitt, being an independent CFO authorized by federal law to 
a defined term who is appointed by the mayor, confirmed by district 
council and approved by Congress, he can be non-partisan and focus 
on the finances and not the local politics that come with government. 
"I don't do policy, I do finance," DeWitt said. "Being independent, you 
can say no to the mayor in the morning and not be worried about 
being fired in the evening. I will tell you the pros and cons and you 
decide what you want. My position requires me to hold everyone, both 
mayor and council, financially accountable and provide them the facts 
and stay out of the politics." 
Both DeWitt and Conyears-Ervin made the most of their time at EIU, 
getting involved with various campus groups and creating lifelong 
friendships. 
"I was a resident assistant for two years at Thomas Hall, and (former 
EIU and NBA basketball player) Kevin Duckworth was a resident," 
DeWitt said. "There is nothing better than seeing a 7'1" guy walking 
through the door to check in. It was a really good experience. The 
friendships I made with the fellow RAs I will never forget." 
Conyears-Ervin served as president of Sigma Gamma Rho sorority, 
while she also was a founding member of Indigo, a student theatre 
group. 
"EIU was awesome for me," she said. "I have life-long friends and 
a bond that is unbreakable, while being linked with a wonderful 
organization that supports women of color." 
Conyears-Ervin was honored to be asked to return to EIU in December 
to serve as speaker for fall commencement ceremonies. 
"I was excited because Eastern is such a foundation for me," she said. 
"Who would have thought I would have been in the position to be 
involved with commencement at my alma mater'" 
DeWitt, who is appointed to his role through June 2022, said he is not 
looking ahead at what could come next for him, while Conyears-Ervin 
also is not looking ahead at her future 
"Right now my aspiration is to be the best city treasurer in the history 
of Chicago, one who helps the city grow financially and people have 
the economic resources they need to have strong, happy, productive 
lives," she said. 

Chris Perry's i nternational travels started at EIU 
Chris Perry '95 didn't board his first flight until he 
was 19 years old on h is way to a trip to Hawaii .  But 
nearly 30 years later, Perry has l ived and worked in 
Dubai and Bangkok and traveled across the globe 
while visiting some of the world's most attractive 
destinations. He has kept every ticket stub from 
each flight he has been on, which now stands in the 
hundreds and 45 countries. 
While his first flight gave him the urge to travel, it was EIU that gave 
him his inspiration to travel abroad. Coming to Eastern to study 
teaching, Perry took his final semester abroad for student teaching in 
Australia. 
"That really prompted my entire career to work overseas and gave 
me the first taste of international life," Perry said. "I liked the different 
cultures. At that time, it was less about making a living of it. I just 
really liked the experience." 
Perry currently serves as the newly-created vice president of operations 
- private destinations for Royal Caribbean, based in Miami. He 
oversees hospitality and managerial operations, as well as provides 
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input on the design and best practices for the crnise line's private 
destinations, including Perfect Day at CocoCay in the Bahamas and 
Labadee in Haiti. 
Perry started his new role in June 2019, after previously serving in 
Bangkok as CEO of Icon Global Partners Limited, where he performed 
operational consulting and management for amusement facilities. He 
also spent 15 years in Dubai with Wild Wadi Waterpark in various 
roles and hosted the Travel Channel's amusement series "Mission 
Amusement and Epic Attractions". 
"I feel blessed to have traveled extensively for both work and pleasure 
to some of the most iconic and remote places in the world while 
making lifelong friends along the way," Perry said. 
Those experiences made it a difficult decision to return to the U.S. but 
being closer to family and the work environment with Royal Caribbean 
made it easier. He's also excited to play a big role in the cruise line's 
goal of expanding its private destination offerings across the world. 
"My wife and I had always talked about being back in the U.S.," Perry 
said. "We had kept our eyes and ears open for an exit plan. Here I 
had this opportunity that provided me with what I love about being 
overseas, but also being back and being around family. Everyone I 
" 
Chris Perry was host of the Travel Channel's show Epic Attractions. 
came in contact with loved the company, and it has a global position 
and the goals are to expand private destinations around the world." 
Perry, who comes from a family of teachers, came to EIU to continue 
that tradition and compete on the wrestling team. 
"It appealed to me because it was close to home but not too close to 
home and it gave me the ability to continue my athletic career and 
wrestle at the school," he said. 
Though he was behind All-Americans in his weight class, he made 
the most of his time on the team as former EIU wrestling coach Ralph 
McCausland 'SO, '98 served as a mentor. 
"I really looked up to him," Perry said. 'Just his drive and his ability to 
motivate. He was just a workhorse and would outwork and could beat 
anybody on the wrestling team." 
He also was a part of Sigma Chi fraternity, serving as the organization's 
president during his senior year. 
"The beauty of Eastern not being a large school you really had an 
opportunity to know and meet people and become great friends," he 
said. "I have made friends at EIU who have come to visit me in Dubai, 
some visited us in Thailand." 
Perry knew he wanted to continue traveling after he graduated from 
EIU. A friend called him one day and offered him an opportunity in 
Dubai, and he only had one month to get there. 
"I was like 'OK, how do you spell it?'" Peny said. "I had never heard of 
Dubai. I then asked my girlfriend at the time to marry me and she said 
yes, and we moved to Dubai with only two suitcases. One year went 
to two years, then two turned into four. We wouldn't have stayed if we 
hadn't loved it." 
"I feel blessed to have traveled extensively for 
both work and pleasure to some of the most iconic 
and remote places in the world while making lifelong 
friends along the way. " 
Chris Perry 
It was no ordinary marriage proposal to his wife, Lisa, who is a 1997 
EIU alumna. Peny arranged for Lisa to meet him in the classroom 
they met: Room 2160 in Buzzard Hall where they shared a histo1y 
education class. 
"I decided to ask Lisa to marry me in the classroom we met in because 
that is where it all started for us," Perry said. "We both say that we 
knew something was there when we first set eyes on each other. It did 
take us a full semester to even say hello to each other after staring at 
the other for the semester." 
Chris Perry proposed to his wife, Lisa ' 97, in a classroom in Buzzard 
Hall ,  where they shared a class together. 
Below: Chris and his family lived in Thailand before moving to F lorida 
in  June. 
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Tackling the teacher shortage 
EIU keeps focus on its tradition of preparing 
future classroom teachers 
According to the I l l inois State Board of Education, there were 1 ,859 
unfilled teaching positions for the 201 9-20 school year across the state, 
an increase of more than 800 vacancies since the 201 7 report. 
But as I l l inois struggles to fill jobs with qualified candidates, Eastern 
Il l inois University is poised to help reduce that burden. 
Long known as a destination for prospective teachers - and founded 
as a teacher's school in 1895 - EIU remains a destination school for 
those who choose to teach. And for good reason. 
"We are known around the state as being the place that produces high 
quality teachers," said Stephen Luc�s, associate dean in the College 
of Education. "We prepare our students to be ready to go on day 
one, and that is the feedback we get from principals around the state. 
Ninety-seven percent say our students are highly prepared to teach." 
While a budget impasse affected schools across the state, EIU has had 
a resurgence the past two years, seeing increases in enrollment for 
the past four consecutive semesters. Teaching majors have played a 
part in that, with those seeking degrees in teaching-related disciplines 
increasing by 7.5% since 2017. 
College of Education Dean Doug Bower '87 said the university has 
three core principles they focus on in educating and preparing 
students for the classroom. 
"One, we have a quality program that we would put up against anyone 
in the state and anyone in the country," Bower said. "Second, we have 
accessibility, both in cost and in terms of addressing the needs of our 
students." 
Bower said EIU has made its program suitable for students from a 
diverse background, as well. 
"Our students come in all varieties -- the 18-year-old, those with a 
child, the 21-year-old, the 19-year-old who is working full time," Bower 
said. "We are constantly trying to identify who those students are and 
make sure that they know becoming a teacher is possible." 
The third principle is developing and maintaining relationships with 
schools across the state and region. 
"Our students will have relationships with schools throughout the 
state the day they set foot on campus," Bower said. "To me, we are an 
outwardly focused program. We don't depend on just our faculty to 
determine what the needs of our students are. We depend on a lot of 
principals and superintendents." 
Halle Phanrana, a freshman education major from Champaign, said she 
has known she wanted to come to EIU since she took a tour of the 
university when she was in eighth grade. 
"EIU was my only choice," she said. "I cried when I was accepted 
because I was so excited. I had learned that EIU is the best teaching 
college in Illinois." 
Halle Phanrana is shown at an event during EIU move-in weekend in August. Phanrana is a freshman education major, who said EIU was her top destination 
to pursue her degree. 
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"One, we have a quality program that we would put up against 
anyone in the state and anyone in the country. Second, we have 
accessibility, both in cost and in terms of addressing the needs of our 
students. "  
Doug Bower 
College of Education Dean 
Phanrana chose the teaching field, specifically middle level education, 
because she wanted to have a positive experience on kids as they 
transition from junior high to high school. 
"That was really a tough time for me in my life," she said. "I just want 
to be there to be one of those teachers to provide extra support." 
In her first semester, Phanrana has already taken three education 
classes and is signed up for two in the spring semester. 
'Tm being set up for success really well," she said. 
Prepared for the classroom 
Lucas said a big part of preparation is getting students in classrooms 
as soon and as frequent as possible. He wants them to experience 
anything and everything that teachers do throughout a day and school 
year. It's not only a benefit to the future teachers, but also to the 
students they will someday teach. 
"We want them to know it is challenging, but we are going to help them 
be successful," Lucas said. "The fieldwork is key. Depending on which 
education program you are in, you will have between 100 and 400 hours 
of fieldwork before student teaching. That is on the high end of any 
university in the state. When our students get to the student teaching 
semester, they are already highly competent. They are there to hone 
their skills at that point, not there to figure out they want to teach." 
Lindsey Skapinok '19 completed her student teaching in November, 
and said she felt incredibly prepared before her teaching assignment. 
Lindsey Skapinok ' 1 9  
said getting a lot of 
classroom experience 
helped her during 
her student teaching 
assignment this past 
fall in Mattoon.  The 
recent graduate started 
her teaching career in  
January at  Jefferson 
Middle School in  
Charleston. 
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"I feel like I was very well-rounded and ready by the time I began 
student teaching," she said. 
Skapinok grew up in California until her dad accepted a job in the 
Chicago area. She attended community college in Illinois for two years 
before deciding to pursue her teaching degree at EIU. She is glad she 
did, and she plans to stay even longer after accepting a fifth-grade 
teaching position at Jefferson Middle School in Charleston. 
"My family now lives in Hawaii and I chose to stay in Charleston just 
because of that community feeling," she said. 
Bower said EIU teaching graduates overwhelmingly have had little 
difficulty finding a job after graduation. Looking at the ballroom 
during career fairs, Bower said, is a good way to see how valuable EIU 
teaching majors are to schools from across the state and the country. 
"Our students are highly sought after all across the country," Bower 
said. "At our career fairs, we have almost as many employers looking 
at our graduates than we have graduates that are there. In addition to 
districts across the state of Illinois, you will see tables from California, 
Nevada, Alaska, Florida and many other states because we are 
nationally known. Last year, for the teacher education candidates, it 
was 98 percent who found a teaching position within six months of 
graduating." 
Victoria Norton '90, '98, '03, principal at Martinsville Elementary School 
in central Illinois, said about 29 of the 36 teachers and support staff at 
her school are EIU alumni. 
"I know that when I have an application from an EIU graduate, I will 
have a top tier candidate," Norton said. "They are extremely prepared 
when it comes to pedagogy. I love the tagline that EIU's College of 
Education uses because it truly has been 'preparing great teachers 
since 1895,' and they continue to do so." 
Rural teacher shortages 
Martinsvil le Elementary School has 29 EIU alumni that represent their 
teachers and support staff. Some of the EIU alumni are shown here as part 
of the school 's holiday celebration in December. 
A primary focus for EIU is helping rural schools like Martinsville tackle 
their teacher needs through the Rural School Initiative, a plan that 
creates a network of educators and community stakeholders to work 
together to elevate teaching as a profession. 
"We are working with EIU Rural Teacher Corps in order to bring EIU 
students down to see our wonderful school, so they can experience 
the many benefits of rural education," Norton said. 
EIU's Rural School Initiative director Brian Reid said the university 
has made a commitment to helping rural communities meet their 
classroom demands. 
"We have to create that pipeline, so the kids who are from there go 
back there," Reid said. "Almost aJJ teachers end up where they started. 
We need to find the people in those communities and prepare them to 
become teachers." 
Also aiding rural school teacher shortages is the Grow Your Own 
project, which is funded by an Illinois Board of Higher Education 
grant. The grant helps identify, recruit and support potential teachers 
for EIU's rural school partners, which includes Regional Offices 
of Education representing primarily rural counties in Central and 
Southeastern Illinois. 
"There are a lot of resources," Reid said. "Eastern, especially in the past 
couple years, has come up with a lot of resources to support people to 
come to school here. We want them to be teachers and then go back 
into their communities." 
Staying power 
Bower emphasizes that graduates are not just finding jobs, but they are 
choosing to stay in the teaching field, showing they have been given 
the proper tools needed to succeed and manage any challenges that 
arise. 
"We share with them the realities, the good the bad and the ugly of 
teaching," Bower said. "Our latest research snows that over 85 percent 
are still in the field five years later. We tell prospective students if you 
are looking for a place to go sit in the back of the class and not be 
missed, then EIU is not the right place for you. You will be missed 
because people care about you." 
Nationally, according to the National Teacher and Principal Survey, 
about 44 percent of all teachers leave the profession within five years. 
Rex Colgrove '16 does not see that happening to him. Colgrove, a 
physical science teacher at Cerro Gordo High School, said EIU gave 
him all the tools he needed to have a lasting career in teaching. 
"EIU's program is very well respected, and the new teachers trained 
through EIU are expected to meet a high standard of excellence due 
to the rigor of the program,'' Colgrove said. "Receiving my teaching 
education at EIU set me up to analyze my eve1y move by analyzing 
the purpose and goals of every lesson eve1y day." 
Colgrove said he wanted to be a teacher, specifically a high school 
teacher, to help make challenging classes something students would 
want to take. 
"I often heard of physics and calculus being awful classes which kids 
hated to take because they expected to do poorly or not understand 
the content," Colgrove said. "I decided my goal would be to make the 
difficult and rigorous classes so interesting that students would want to 
take them, or at the very least, not be afraid to take them." 
Rex Colgrove ' 1 6  
loves to make his 
classroom at Cerro 
Gordo H igh School 
exciting for his 
students. One of 
those experiments 
is using methane 
bubbles to make 
a bridge of fire 
between his hands. 
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EIU athletics recognizes 2019 Hall of Fame class 
Eastern I l l inois University inducted one of its most illustrious Hall of Fame Classes in September. All four 
athletes were first-bal lot Hall of Fame selections as they had unparalleled success in their sports during 
their time at EIU. All four were All-Americans, Ohio Valley Conference Athletes of the Year and school and 
conference record holders. 
From left, President David Glassman; Mick Viken ' 1 4; Erik Lora ' 1 4; Jade Riebold ' 1 4 , ' 1 6; 
and Athletic Director Tom Michael. 
Jimmy Garoppolo ex '14, football 
Garoppolo was a record-setting quarterback before he became the franchise quarterback in the 
NFL for the San Francisco 49ers. During his four years at EIU, he set every EIU and Ohio Valley 
Conference single season and career passing record. Garoppolo passed for 13,156 career yards 
with 118 touchdowns. During his senior season, he helped lead the Panthers to a No. 2 national 
ranking as he passed for 5,050 yards and 53 touchdowns. Garoppolo won the 2013 Walter 
Payton Award and was drafted in the second round of the 2014 NFL Draft by the New England 
Patriots, where he won a pair of Super Bowl Championships while on the Patriots roster. He 
placed 10th in the Walter Payton Award voting as a junior and was the OVC Player of the Year as 
a senior. 
' 
Erik Lora '14, football 
Lora was on the receiving end of many of Garoppolo's passes during his career as he was . a two­
time first team All-American while finishing fourth in voting for the Walter Payton Award in 2012. 
During that 2012 season he set the FCS record for receptions in a season finishing the year with 
136 catches. He finished his career as the EIU and OVC leader in both single season and career 
receptions, yards and touchdowns. As a senior in 2013 he helped lead the Panthers to a No. 2 
national ranking, signing as an undrafted free agent with the Minnesota Vikings. Lora spent time 
in camp with three NFL teams and is currently the assistant athletic director for development at 
EIU. He was the 2012 OVC Player of the Year as a junior while placing seventh in voting for the 
Walter Payton Award during his senior year. 
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Jade Riebold '14, '1 6, 
women:� track &field 
Riebold was perhaps the most decorated 
female athlete in EIU history as she was 
a four-time All-American in the pole vault 
including a two-time first team finisher. 
Riebold placed second at the NCAA Indoor 
National Championships in the pole vault 
in 2013 and was third at the NCAA Outdoor 
National Championships that same season. 
She holds the EIU record for the indoor and 
outdoor pole vault while also holding the 
OVC indoor record at 14'. She was a four­
time OVC Female Field Athlete of the Year 
and qualified to participate in the 2012 US 
Olympic Trials. Riebold currently works in 
pharmaceutical sales. 
Mick Viken '14, 
men:� track &field 
Viken dominated the pole vault for the 
Panthers winning seven Ohio Valley 
Conference titles in the event during his four 
years on the roster. He currently holds tl1e 
OVC record for both indoor and outdoor and 
is the school record holder in the indoor pole 
vault. His outdoor pole vault school record 
was broken after he set it at 18'0.50". He 
was the OVC Indoor and Outdoor Freshman 
of the Year and OVC Athlete of the Year in 
2012. Viken was a four-time All-American in 
the pole vault, earning the distinction three 
times during tl1e outdoor season and once 
during the indoor season. He placed eighth 
at the NCAA Indoor National Championships 
in 2013. Viken currently works as a business 
development consultant. 
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worked as the 
head coach of 
the men's swimming program and assistant 
coach for the women's team. As the 
director of the men's program he helped 
initiate the program as a new varsity sport 
at Assumption. A collegiate swimmer at the 
University of Massachusetts, Sholudko began 
his collegiate coaching career as a volunteer 
coach on the UMass staff. 
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13th head 




last two years 
as the pitching 
coach at Illinois 
State. She has 
had additional 
coaching stops 
at the University of Georgia and Pinckneyville 
(Ill.) HS. Archibald played college softball at 
Southern Illinois from 2000-03, reaching the 
NCAA Regional in 2003 and advancing to the 
round of 16. 
















an individual as the absolute best football 
scholar-athlete in the nation. Caputo, an EIU 
linebacker and team captain, holds a 3.89 
GPA in accounting. Caputo tied for the team 
lead in tackles despite missing three games 
with an injury. Caputo also was named one 
of six OVC Scholar-Athletes of the Year and 
was named a CoSIDA Academic All-Region 
selection. 
Thomas hired as volleyball coach 
Sara Thomas was hired Dec. 23 
to lead the Panther volleyball 
team. Thomas brings a 
successful pedigree as not only 
an NCAA Division I player 
but also as a high school and 
collegiate coach over the past 
10 years. She spent the past 
two seasons as an assistant 
at Missouri State after several 
successful years coaching at 
Belleville Althoff High School, 
including a Class 3A state title 
in 2017. 
As a student-athlete herself, 
Thomas had success at Missouri State helping take the Bears to three 
straight NCAA Tournament appearances including advancing to the 
second round in 2006. She was the Missouri Valley Conference 
Defensive Player of the Year as a senior in 2007 while also earning 
first-team All-MVC honors. 
Smith keeps 3-points streak going 
As of Jan. 11, Junior guard Mack Smith had the longest active NCAA 
Division I streak of consecutive games with a made three-pointer. 
Smith's streak stood at 65 after the Panther's conference game against 
Belmont. The NCAA record is 88. 
Smith was fifth in the Ohio Valley Conference in three-point field goal 
percentage, while also ranking in the top 10 in the league in scoring 
with 13.3 points per game. 
EIU represented in NFL playoffs 
Former Panthers' wide receiver and current Minnesota 
Vikings player Alexander Hollins ex '19 made his first 
professional reception on Dec. 29 against the Chicago 
Bears. Hollins had two catches for 46 yards while also 
making his first career start. 
Meanwhile, there were several players and coaches with 
EIU connections who had teams in contention as the NFL 
playoffs began on Jan. 4. 
Jimmy Garoppolo ex '14 led the San 
Francisco 49ers to the best record in 
the NFC and the No. 1 seed in the 
NFC playoffs. Former EIU defensive 
lineman Nick Kray '08 currently 
serves as the assistant to the head 
coach for the 49ers. 
Sean Payton '87 is coaching the New Orleans Saints, 
who opened the playoffs against Hollins and the Vikings. 
The other NFC team with an EIU connection is the 
Philadelphia Eagles with linebacker Kamu Grugier-Hill 
'16, but he will miss the postseason clue to inju1y. 
Tim Kelly, a former defensive lineman at EIU, is the 
offensive coordinator for the Houston Texans as they 
won the AFC South title. 
The Bills and the New England Patriots coaching staffs 
both feature former EIU football assistant coaches on 
their staffs. Bobby Babich and Matt Smiley work on the 
Bills staff. Nick Caley and DeMarcus Covington work on 
the Patriots staff. 

New eSports arena added to Student Recreation Center 
Senior EIU student Theo Laleian said he was 
never blessed with athletic talents, but he 
always had a competitive nature and used 
gaming to fill that void. 
Now, Laleian has helped fill that void at EIU, 
as well. 
Laleian orchestrated the creation - with the 
support of university administration - for 
a new eSports arena on campus to give 
students another place to connect with each 
other and share their interests in gaming. 
"I never had the physical characteristics 
to be a good athlete," Laleian said. "My 
brother (Alex Laleian '19), he actually swam 
for Eastern and is a really great swimmer. 
Having eSports allowed me to put my focus 
on something I could be good at and allowed 
me to bring out the competitive aspect." 
The arena, located in room 2710 of the 
Student Recreation Center, is equipped with 
gaming computers and headsets, while 
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it also has gaming consoles such as Xbox 
One, Nintendo Switch and PlayStation 4 
to play on the two 55" televisions, which 
are mounted to the wall. The space also 
features comfortable seating that makes it 
a welcoming atmosphere for gamers of all 
experience levels. 
It was developed as a proactive response to 
meeting the needs of a unique and growing 
audience who are involved with or follow 
online gameplay. The enthusiasm behind 
computer and console gaming is backed by 
a robust global gaming community, which 
drives more than $43 billion in worldwide 
revenue annually. 
Laleian first approached EIU President 
David Glassman about the project during 
a celebration for the university's robotics 
team, and the university helped make his 
dream a reality in just six months. 
"President Glassman is very receptive, 
very open to new ideas," Laleian said. "The 
"Having a dedicated space where 
students can do authentic testing 
of content and become skilled in 
promotional content production 
is a huge plus . . .  it also provides a 
safe space for students to be able to 
congregate to play games socially, 
recreationally, and competitively. "  
Gabe Grant, digital media coordinator 
administration has been wonderful every 
step of the way. I don't think you are going 
to find that at any other major school in the 
area. We are now the second Illinois public 
university to get an eSports arena and we are 
the only one to offer it free to students." 
Because of its widespread popularity and 
influence, universities like Eastern Illinois 
are embracing the unique eSports audience 
Theo Laleian (seated right} talks with other students while using the new computers at the eSports 
Arena. Laleian was a catalyst for getting the project completed. 
The eSports Arena has been popular with students since opening this year. 
by creating a dedicated campus space where 
gamers and gaming enthusiasts can gather 
and interact as part of a broader student 
engagement experience. 
The audience for eSports includes more 
than just gamers, as it also includes game 
designers and producers. To help meet the 
growing demand for professionals in that 
field, EIU's digital media degree program 
has been specifically designed to prepare 
students in gaming and animation arenas -
specifically in career roles such as technical 
artists, animators, game developers, graphic 
designers and game programmers. 
"Having a dedicated space where students 
can do authentic testing of content and 
become skilled in promotional content 
production is a huge plus," said Gabe 
Grant, digital media program coordinator 
and eSports faculty advisor. "I think it also 
provides a safe space for students to be 
able to congregate to play games socially, 
recreationally, and competitively." 
Students in EIU's digital media degree 
program can also strategically focus their 
studies on a product's overall concept­
to-console development; motion capture 
technology; 3D modeling and design; 
computer-driven character creation and 
object animation; and object-oriented 
programming and virtual reality simulation. 
"The digital media program doubled in size 
since last fall to about 50 majors," Grant said. 
"This year I am answering 10-15 inquiries a 
week from prospective students and parents 
about digital media. This is twice the number 
of inquiries I fielded last year at this time. It 
could be the popularity of the major, but I 
am seeing a great deal of traffic come by way 
of organic web searches of EIU eSports. The 
eSports page is actually the most popular 
page on the digital media site right now." 
The university also will have scholarship 
opportunities for eSports by next fall. "Level 
Up" scholarships will go to students in any 
major who lead and contribute to the eSports 
community. 
"Having these I think help brings to light 
the contributions and efforts that students 
can bring to supporting EIU in a different 
way and contribute to this popular field," 
Grant said. 
'\ 
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Paul Niemeyer '79 has received numerous awards for 
the artwork he has done for the past 30-plus years, 
while never getting tied down to any specific style 
or genre. He's designed illustrations for Super Bowl 
commercials, worked briefly with Steven Spielberg 
for Jurassic Park 2 and has worked on advertising 
accounts for major brands l ike Kellogg's, Budweiser 
and Coca-Cola. He even built and operated a 
successful haunted house attraction, ranking in the 
top 1 0  of haunted attractions in I l l inois. 
This past summer, he added the Video Game Hall of Fame to his 
resume. Niemeyer was the artist for the arcade cabinet for Mortal 
Kombat, which was inducted into the Video Game Hall of Fame in 
2019. He worked on other notable games such as Super PacMan, 
Professor PacMan, Tapper and TRON. 
"I enjoy the variety," Niemeyer said. "I don't know what it would be 
like to just do one thing all the time. That would make me nuts. I love 
the unexpected and the challenge of how to approach and build new 
projects, so every day is a new adventure." 
Niemeyer's time at EIU as an art major had a major influence on 
his career. He said EIU's size was the perfect fit for him, and the 
surrounding parks and nature preserves gave him excellent locations 
to inspire some of his artwork. 
"It was a big university, but still small enough to be comfortable," 
Niemeyer said. "One of our favorite things to do was play frisbee on 
the quad east of Booth Library. I loved the surrounding area that was 
rich with hidden historical treasures, and I loved going out to Fox 
Ridge State Park and had spent so much time being there and just 
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Niemeyer is shown at his desk during his time working for 
Bally/Midway. 
enjoying it that I got hired to paint some signs and small murals. My 
experiences at EIU were happy times that I'll always cherish!" 
Coming from a small high school, Niemeyer was blown away by the 
amenities he had at EIU. 
"Stepping into the art department of EIU was like being a kid 
in a candy store to someone who had seen nothing of a real art 
department," .he said. 
Niemeyer also helped play a part in making art an even bigger 
emphasis on campus. 
"The Tarble Arts Center was only talk then, but I got on committees 
and groups and worked to make it a reality," Niemeyer said. "Land 
was broken to build it as I was leaving EIU, but the experience I got 
being involved with that project and having to deal with everyone 
and their differences gave me a full set of skills to become a 
freelance artist later on." 
'\ 
N iemeyer designs and creates props for haunted attractions 
and theme parks across the world. 
He said mentors like former professors Lynn Trank and Bill Heyduck 
gave him perspectives that have helped him become a successful artist. 
"Dr. Trank was a ve1y kind and generous man, and I owe my ability 
to look at things as an artist to him," Niemeyer said. "I really got to 
know him after I took a job posing for his drawing classes, and we 
instantly hit it off He was always encouraging and pushing me to do 
better and stop looking only at the 'now.' Dr. Heyduck of the ceramics 
department was a great influence on me, as well." 
" It was a big university, but small enough to be 
comfortable . . .  Stepping into the a rt department of EIU 
was l ike being a kid in a candy store to someone who 
had seen nothing of a real art department." 
Paul Niemeyer '79 
Shortly after graduation, Niemeyer began working at Bally/Midway, 
where he got his start in video game artwork. He hadn't thought much 
about that work until recently. 
"I never showed any Mortal Kombat work in my portfolio, and hardly 
mentioned it to anyone, ever," Niemeyer said. "Twenty-six years had 
passed by, and one day one of my former cast members from my 
haunted attraction, ABYSS Haunted House, was playing the original 
game and saw my name at the end in the credits. I told him it was 
me, but that was a long time ago and I doubt anyone remembers it, 
or cares. Luckily, he disagreed and took it on himself to make some 
phone calls." 
That has since led to guest appearances at arcades, gaming 
conventions in Phoenix and Portland and meetings with Mortal 
Kombat actors. 
"My life has changed dramatically since," Niemeyer said. "Since then, 
the original game has been inducted into the Video Game Hall of 
Fame, which couldn't have happened at a better time. I'm completely 
overwhelmed by it all right now, but riding the wave of it to see where 
it goes! "  
Other awards during his career include a Mobius Award for food 
illustration and packaging; six Point of Purchase Advertising 
International wards; and three Calliope Awards for game illustrations. 
Despite these accomplishments, Niemeyer might be most proud of his 
accomplishments in the haunt industry, running ABYSS from 2006-14 
and most recently managing Midnight Terror in Oak Lawn, which was 
rated in the top 10 of haunted attractions in the country by USA Today. 
Through freelance work, Niemeyer has designed and built props for 
haunted attractions, pumpkin fests, theme parks and escape rooms all 
over the world. 
"Hanging out with a bunch of 20-somethings in the haunt industry has 
really kept me young-minded, and that is priceless," he said. 
He designed the artwork for arcade cabinets Niemeyer helped design and 
that include Super PacMan, Tapper and paint some props used at the 
TRON. Lol lapalooza festival in  Chicago. 
'\ 
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CLASS NOTES 
1 960s 
Jerry Kublank '69 will be coaching 
his 50th year this spring as softball 
coach for St. Edward High School 
in  Elgin. A retired, teacher from 
Palatine High School, Kublank 
returned to EIU in the fall to attend 
the Class of 1 969 50th anniversary 
during Homecoming weekend. 
1 970s 
Donald Orth 
'75 is the 2019 
recipient of 
the Award for 
Excellence in  
Public Outreach 
from the American 
Fisheries Society. 
Orth is a professor 
of fisheries and wildl ife sciences at 
Virginia Tech University, where he 
is also the creator of Virginia Tech 
Ichthyology, a blog dedicated to 
fisheries, research and education. 
Gary LaFave '75 opened FitChef, 
a meal preparation business that 
caters to ketogenic and paleo 
diets as well as clients who have 
autoimmune ailments, that is based 
in Pearland, Texas. LaFave said he 
got his start cooking for roommates 
and fraternity members while at EIU. 
1 980s 
Peter Crabbe '83 has been hired 
to be the executive administrative 
director for the Hamilton Wood Type 
& Printing Museum in Two Rivers, 
Wis. Crabbe previously worked 
at the Channel Islands Maritime 
Museum in Oxnard, Calif. 
Robert J. Harvey '83, an attorney in 
West Palm Beach, Fla . .  is currently a 
principal of Jenks & Harvey, LLP. He 
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was recently reappointed by Florida's 
governor to the 1 5th Circuit Judicial 
Nominating Commission for a term 
ending in 2023. 
Scott Cross '84 has been appointed 
managing director of Northern Trust 
Wealth Management office in Fort 
Myers, Fla. He has been with Northern 
Trust for 25 years and most recently 
served as Senior Managing Director 
of the firm's Wheaton and Naperville 
offices in Illinois. In that capacity, 
he led a team of 20 professionals 
delivering wealth management 
solutions. 
A.G. Becker '86 and Angela Becker 
'87 celebrated the 70th anniversary 
of Becker Jewelers in September, 
which has locations in Breese and 
Highland in southwest Illinois. A.G. 
took over the business from his 
father in 1 986. 
Jill Strole '86 has been hired as the 
new guidance counselor at Gil lespie 
High School. Strole has 20 years of 
school counseling experience and 
was previously with the Sandoval (IL) 
School District. 
Michael 
Kirchhoff '86 is 
the new president 
and CEO of 
the Northern 




about 30 years of experience 
in economic development in 
both public and private sectors, 
including roles in Clinton, Iowa and 
Champaign County, I l l .  
Dusty Rodiek '87 is the new 
recreation and forestry director for 
the city of Brookings, S.D. ,  where 
he will oversee all operations and 
planning. He previously served for 
two years as the director of Joy 
Ranch, a Lutheran outdoors camp in  
Florence, S.D.  
Karen Rubel '89 
was hired as the 
new president and 
CEO of Nathan 
Adelson Hospice 
in  Las Vegas. 
Rubel has been 
with the nonprofit 
organization for 
the past 1 2  years, previously holding 
the positions of chief financial officer 
and vice president for development. 
1 990s 
Linda Pipkins '90 has been 
named logistics team lead for 
NewLeaf Symbiotics, an agriculture 
technology company based in 
St. Louis. Pipkins has nearly 30 
years' experience in  supply chain 
management. 
Steve Ferguson 
'90 has been 
named president 
of Perkins 
Engines Co. Ltd . 
In addition to his 
role as Perkins 
president, he will 
lead the Caterpillar 
Industrial Power Systems 
Division, which consists of design, 
development and sales of all engines 
(1 8 liters and below), retail generators 
and Caterpillar Defense - spanning 
the three globally recognized brands 
of Cat, Perkins and FG Wilson. Most 
recently, Ferguson has been general 
manager of Caterpillar's Advanced 
Component Manufacturing business, 
overseeing operations at 15 global 
facilities. He began his career with 
Caterpillar as an accountant in 1 990 
and held positions of increasing 
responsibility in both machine and 
engine divisions including roles 
in pricing, business planning, 
financial analysis, and business 
resource segments. Perkins is 
based in Peterborough, UK, and has 
manufacturing facilities, distributors 
and dealers around the globe. 






based in Chicago. 
With more 
than 20 years 
of experience in technology and 
professional services industries, 
Sell was previously the CFO for 
Fieldglass, a global software 
company in Chicago. 
Amy Borntrager 
'92, '97 was 
named president 




where she has 
served for the 
past 15 years as the ch ief financial 
officer. Borntrager also is a part of 
the Association of I l l inois Electric 
Cooperatives and the National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation. 
Angie Whisnant '92 has been hired 
as the new parks and recreation 
director for the city of Brooksville, Fla. 
Whisnant previously served in the 
same capacity for Putnam County, 
Fla., and the city of Bartow, Fla. 
Frank Kuzniewski '94 was hired 
as the new principal at John Mi lls 
Elementary School in  Elmwood Park. 
He has worked in education for the 
past 23 years at elementary, middle 
and high school levels. 
Gary Alexander '94, '01 , ' 1 1  has 
returned to his hometown district 
to serve as superintendent for the 
Tuscola School District. Alexander 
spent the previous seven years as 
superintendent in Pawnee. 
Craig 
Cunningham 




in  Morgan 
Stanley's wealth 
management office 
in Orland Park, has been named to 
the firm's Master's Club, reserved for 
the firm's top financial advisors. 
Brian Hall '95 has been named 
managing director for the 
Chicago office of G&S Business 
Communications. Hall, who has 
been with the company for 23 years, 
will lead al l  operational activities 
in Chicago, including culture and 
talent development, ongoing 
operational excellence and new 
cl ient acquisition. 
Stacey 
Pfingsten '96 
has been named 
executive vice 
president for the 
American Institute 
of Architects 
I l l inois chapter. 
Pfingsten was 
previously the executive director 
of the Louisiana Architecture 
Foundation and was responsible for 
organizing the fi rst-ever Architecture 
& Design Film Festival in the south. 
Daphne Sandouka '99 was 
named CEO of Elgin's Ecker 
Center for Mental Health, where 
she has worked since 201 4 as the 
community counseling supervisor. 
Sandouka previously worked as 
a professor at Argosy University, 
where she educated and mentored 
master's and doctorate level 
counselor education students. 
2000s 
Brent O'Neill '02 has been promoted 
to director of engineering for I l l inois 
American Water, where he will manage 
and coordinate capital investment 
p rojects and engineering activities 
in I l l inois. O'Neil l  has been with the 
company since 1 996, joining it as an 
engineer in Champaign County. 
Jennifer Hess 
'03 was promoted 
to director of the 
Danville Public 
Library after 
serving as the 
assistant director 
since 201 7. She 
also was previously 
the circulation supervisor at Danville 
Area Community College and is the 







College, was the 
recipient of the 
college's 201 9 
Staff Excellence 
Award. Kutska coordinates the 
Community Garden at the campus 
and serves as an adviser for the 
Sustainability Club and the Reaching 
Out to Others Club. 
Tron Young 
'04, principal at 
Joseph Arthur 
Middle School, 
was named middle 
school principal 
of the year by the 
I l l inois Principals 
Association, 
Southwest Region. Young has been 
in his current role for three years 
and was previously a principal and 
seventh-grade teacher at Centralia 
City Schools. 
Jeff Lapsansky '07 was named 
director of marketing for ISM Raceway 
in Avondale, Ariz. Lapsansky has 
spent his entire professional career 
in professional sports, previously 
working in the ticketing departments 
for the St. Louis Blues and Chicago 
White Sox and with the BMW 
Championship. 
Toby Coates '09 was named 
superintendent for Donovan (111.) 
Community School District. He 
previously spent eight years as 
principal at Wallace Grade School in 
Ottawa, I l l .  
2010s 
Catherine Meckes ' 10,  ' 1 2  was 
named chief executive officer for 
the Community Foundation (Quincy, 
I l l .), serving West Central I l l inois and 
Northeast Missouri. Meckes has 
been with the agency for about five 
years, most recently serving as its 
chief operating officer. 
Michael Stopka ' 1 1 ,  ' 1 3  is the new 
CEO for the Northwest Missouri Area 
Agency on Aging, which serves older 
adults in an 1 8-county area. Stopka 
was previously the executive director 
of The Haven in Mattoon .  
Darius White 
' 1 2  has been 
selected to serve 
as the executive 
director for the 
Urbana Business 
Association. 
Previously with the 
Champaign Park 
District, White is a three-time recipient 
of the Community Impact Award. 
Jordan Dismang 
' 1 2  is manager of 
guest and premier 
services for the 
Chicago Cubs. 
She previously 
served as senior 
manager of 
guest services 
of the San Francisco 49ers and 
guest services coordinator for the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 
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I N  MEMORIAM 
1 930-1 939 
Mary C. Baker (Newman) '34, 
Schaumburg, I l l . ,  May 14,  201 9 
1 940-1 949 
Betty J. Polley (Leathers) '46, Atlanta, 
1 1 1 . ,  September 1 9, 201 9 
Lennie Deverick (Gray) '46, Fountain 
Inn ,  S.C., October 1 6, 201 9 
Lyle L. Knott '47, Savoy, I l l . ,  
September 1 7, 201 9 
Arthur Allen Johnson '49, '73, 
Effingham, I l l . ,  September 1 7, 2019 
1 950-1 959 
Robert K. Simpson '50, Roanoke, I l l . ,  
June 30,  201 9 
Deva M. Morgan (Kibler) '50, 
Bloomington, I l l . ,  July 4 ,  201 9 
Verda L. Boehler (Hoehn) '50, 
Chatham, I l l . ,  July 6, 201 9 
Marshall L. Reid '50, Dallas, Texas, 
April 3,  2019 
Joyce L. Pemberton (laggi) '50, 
Dallas, Texas, April 28, 201 9 
Marjorie L. Carter (Waller) '51 , 
Louisville, Colo., May 21 , 201 9 
Charles T. Hall '51 , Quincy, I l l . ,  May 
1 7, 2019 
Wilma E. Anderson (Rosebraugh) 
'52, Oelwein, Iowa, August 1 9, 201 9 
Howard F Nelms '52, Charleston, I l l . ,  
April 25,  201 9 
Jean Edwards '53, Santa Maria, 
Calif., June 29, 201 9 
Betty Jo Armstead (Moore) '53, 
Denver, Colo., June 8 ,  201 9 
Carol F. Pullen '53, Monmouth, I l l . ,  
June 20,  2019 
Paul L. Bales '54, '68, Mattoon,  I l l . ,  
May 27, 201 9 
Paul L Siverly '54, Pensacola, Fla . ,  
June 24, 201 9 
Harold L. Fuller '54, Gresham, Ore., 
April 14, 201 9 
Keith W. Brown '56, Camp Hil l ,  Pa., 
September 8, 201 9 
Eli Roscoe Sidwell '58, Charleston, 
I l l . ,  June 1 4, 201 9 
Wil l iam Richard Prince '58, Oswego, 
I l l . ,  July 4, 201 9 
Howland B. Werling '58, Rolling 
Meadows, Il l . , July 15, 201 9 
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Carol Joann Winkleblack (Wilhite) 
'58, Charleston, I l l . ,  September 1 5, 
2019 
Timothy J. Whalen '59, Charleston, 
I l l . ,  June 8, 2019 
Carl Ramon Benson '59, Robinson, 
Il l . , June 29, 201 9 
Jerry N. Dye '59, Las Vegas, Nev., 
January 14, 2019 
1 960-1 969 
Catherine R. Mauck (Ray) '60, 
Mil lstadt, Il l . , May 22, 2019 
Alice R.  Bostwick '60, Indianapolis, 
Ind., March 29, 201 9 
Betty L. Hannaman (Bower) '61 , 
Newton, I l l . ,  June 14,  2019 
James P. Merimee '61 , April 1 6, 201 9 
Jack L. Cutlip '61 , '66, Arlington 
Heights, I l l . ,  May 5 ,  201 9 
Robert C. DuHadway '62, '63, 
Caledonia, Mich., March 31 , 201 9 
Christine E. Reid Robertson '62, 
Naperville, 1 1 1 . ,  October 21 , 201 9 
John D. Currey '62, Saint Catharines, 
Ontario, July 20, 2019 
John S.  Deyoe '63,  Champaign, I l l . ,  
August 5, 201 9 
Donald Gene McMorris '63, '69, 
Forreston, I l l . ,  July 31 , 201 9 
Jack A. Higgs '64, Oakland, I l l . ,  May 
26, 201 9 
Shirley S. Swiatek (Rudolphi) '65, 
Edwardsvil le, I l l . ,  October 7, 2019 
Harry J .  Rice '65, '71 , Lawrenceville, 
I l l . ,  March 29, 2019 
Joseph 0. Daugherty '66, '71 , 
Hammond, I l l . ,  June 1 0 ,  201 9 
Arthur F. Thomas '66, Ogden, I l l . ,  
March 24, 201 9 
Ronald R. Bentley '66, Champaign, 
Ill., May 29, 201 9 
William Kendziorek '66, Bradley, I l l . ,  
June 6, 201 9 
George L. Cutright '67, Toledo, I l l . ,  
May 5, 201 9 
Emily M. Marsland (Gepford) '67, 
Windsor, I l l . ,  August 15 ,  201 9 
Barry A. Lamb '67, Woodstock, I l l . ,  
October 9,  201 9 
Judith R. Wiggins '67, '71 , Decatur, 
I l l . ,  January 20, 2019 
Martin I .  Elzy '68,  '69,  Austin ,  Texas, 
June 2, 201 9 
Clyde W. Sims '68, '72, Charleston, 
I l l . ,  August 1 9, 201 9 
Sue E. Jones (Kious) '68, Bear, Del . ,  
May 26,  201 9 
Dorothy Joan Heller '68, Clearwater, 
Fla., July 24, 201 9 
Richard L. Cox '68, Vandalia, I l l . ,  
April 30, 2019 
James D. Crabill '68, Union, I l l . ,  June 
21 , 201 9 
Jan Atkins '68, Richmond, Va. ,  July 
8, 201 9 
Cynthia Wright (Kopp) '69, Bartlett, 
I l l . ,  June 1 1 ,  201 9 
Marianne C. Reiman (Kagay) '69, 
Troy, Il l . , September 2, 201 9 
Larry B. Hi l l  '69, McAllen, Texas, 
November 21 , 2018 
Lois A. Luallen (Loveless) '69, '70, 
Mattoon ,  I l l . ,  May 25, 201 9  
Denny L .  Brandon '69, ' 7 1 ,  Loudon, 
Tenn. ,  November 1 1 ,  201 8 
Florene D. Masinelli (Saracco) '69, 
'73, Bluffton,  S.C., August 08, 2019 
1 970-1 979 
Byron Lester '70, Flagler Beach, Fla., 
May 13, 201 9 
Jack L. Harmon '70, Hickory, N.C. ,  
March 1 9, 2019 
Donna K.  Smith '72,  Flossmoor, I l l . ,  
July 1 6, 201 9 
Ron L. Best '72, Charleston, I l l . ,  
August 24,  201 9 
Michael J. Sinsko '72, Indianapolis, 
Ind., May 22, 201 9 
Richard Lynn Curran '73, The 
Villages, Fla., July 1 1 ,  201 9 
Linda Carol Dodson '73, Newport, 
Ore., September 1 7, 201 9 
Tony J. Dunn '74, Benld, I l l . ,  
December 8 ,  201 8 
Larry R. Wheeler '74, Crystal Lake, 
1 1 1 . ,  July 22, 201 9 
Jennie A. Harner (Logue) '74, Saint 
Elmo, I l l . ,  August 27, 201 9 
David L. Edwards '74, '76, Vincent, 
Ohio, December 1 1 ,  2018 
Blanche B.  Bishop (Day) '75, 
Atwood,  I l l . ,  July 6, 201 9 
Jeffery E. Cougill '75, Charleston,  I l l . ,  
July 1 7, 2019 
Roger Giffin '76, Charleston, I l l . ,  Ma� 
24, 2019 
Steven Gerald Berghorn '76,  Ithaca, 
NY, April 21 , 201 9 
. 
Ann Jeannette Norberg (Carter) '76, 
'81 , Mattoon, Il l . ,  May 5, 201 9 
Linda Jane Wence (Seagle) '76, '90, 
Urbana, I l l . ,  September 15, 201 9 
Diana L. Mietzner '77, '79, Mattoon, 
I l l . ,  June 1 7, 201 9 
Dawn Marie Paulson (Witwicki) '77, 
'00, Gays, I l l . ,  October 5, 2019 
Paul S.  Strong '77, Pana, I l l . ,  June 
13,  201 9 
1 980-1 989 
Mikel J. Huelsmann '80, Breese, I l l . ,  
Ju ly 1 2 ,  201 9 
Mark Edward Dilley '81 , Bettendorf, 
Iowa, September 28, 2019 
Sarah M .  Delgado (Coyle) '81 , 
Morton Grove, I l l . ,  May 3, 201 9 
Tim C McGinley '81 , Stoughton, 
Mass., July 1 1 ,  201 9 
Janet M. Zwoyer (Shoger) '81 , 
Kalamazoo, Mich . ,  May 15 ,  2019 
Joseph Paul Keith '82,  Champaign, 
Il l . , August 1 ,  201 9 
Phyllis A. Cuomo (Latimer) '82, '83, 
Boca Raton, Fla., June 1 ,  201 9 
Jack Robert Kelly '83, '84, Las 
Vegas, Nev., October 28, 201 9 
Arley Ray Brown '83, Midway, Ariz., 
May 23, 201 9 
Robert James Filz '83, Minot, N .D. ,  
August 21 , 201 9 
Cheri Ann Pierce (James) '84, 
Mattoon,  I l l . ,  March 27, 201 9 
John George Duffin '85, Urbana, I l l . ,  
Ju ly 3, 2019 
Mary Lou Harshman (Carter) '85, 
Sullivan, I l l . ,  August 27, 2019 
Lori E. Samples (Dimarzio) '85, 
Decatur, I l l . ,  September 27, 2019 
Kristi L. Cobble (Mollett) '86,  '96, 
Beech Grove, Ind . ,  May 7, 201 9 
Sandra Lynn Lee (Cutler) '87, '88, 
Casey, I l l . , April 12, 201 9 
Nancy H. Froelich (Hoose) '89, 
Hudson, Il l . , July 1 7, 201 9 
1 990-1 999 
Roger Alan Coventry '90, Toledo, 
Ohio, October 5, 201 9 -
Andrew Gleim Gossrow '91 , '93, 
Chatham, I l l . ,  May 1 7, 2019 
Bryon Edward Hooser '91 , '94, 
Charleston, 1 1 1 . ,  September 27, 201 9  
Deborah Ann Young (Ellett) '92, 
Cayuga, Ind., October 7, 2019 
M ichael A.  Macis '93,  Oak Lawn, I l l . ,  
May 6 ,  2019 
John G .  Lichauer '94,  Knoxville, 
Tenn. ,  April 1 1 ,  201 9 
M ichael John Dovin '96, Prairie Du 
Sac, Wis . ,  September 1 7, 2019 
James M .  Heldman '97, Mattoon ,  I l l . ,  
May 1 0, 2019 
Don A. Fischer '97, Champaign, I l l . ,  
June 2, 201 9 
2000-2009 
Thomas H.  Tracy '01 , White Heath, 
I l l . ,  September 25, 2019 
Donna Jean Ayers (Rouse) '04, 
Charleston, I l l . ,  June 10,  201 9 
Nathaniel David Peck '04, Peoria, I l l . ,  
June 30, 2019 
201 0-201 9 
Brian Lynn Seibert ' 1 2, Mount 
Prospect, 1 1 1 . ,  August 1 8, 2019 
FACU LTY AND STAFF 
Michael L .  Turner, Lerna, I l l . ,  
Apr i l  5, 2019 
Former Building Service Worker 
Robert E. Saltmarsh, Springfield , I l l . ,  
April 13,  2019 
Retired Department Chair 
Fredrick Preston, Charleston, I l l . ,  
June 23,  2019 
Former Professor 
Betty Easter, Charleston, I l l . ,  
Ju ly  1 5 ,  2019 
Former Office Support Associate 
Tom A. Cross, Charleston, I l l . ,  
July 16,  2019 
Former Plumbing Foreman 
Terry L. Bayes, Charleston, 1 1 1 . ,  
August 1 7, 2019 
Former Maintenance Equipment 
Operator 
Herman D. Taylor, Charleston, 1 1 1 . ,  
August 27, 201 9 
Former Department Chair 
Garland Eugene Dunn, Greenup, I l l . ,  
October 5,  2019 
Former Building Service Worker 
Bud White, Stillwater, Okla., 
July 29, 2019 
Former Professor 
Former EIU President Rives 
dies at age 89 
Former EIU President Stanley Rives, 89, died Nov. 13 in Mattoon. An Army veteran who served in the 
Korean War, Rives was the president at EIU from 1983 until 1 992. He started at EIU in 1981 as vice 
president of academic affairs, before becoming acting president in July 1983 and sitting president in 
October 1983. 
The accomplishments during his tenure as president include the creation of Greek Court and the 
construction of the Student Recreation Center. 
"He stood up for Eastern," former president Lou Hencken '66,'67 told The Daily Eastern News. "He cared 
about Eastern. He cared very, very much about Eastern." 
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